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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

An image procfeSSlnCf appaidLuy; — comprioing ;■ 
input means for inputting color image 
judging means for Judging whethe;i?^^udgment of 

whether a color image composed Q^M:he color image data 

is a specific image has beer>^lready performed; and 

image judging means/ror judging whether the color 

image includes the sp^^ific image if the judgment has 

not been performed /yet . 

2. The ±mage processing apparatus according to 
claim 1, further comprising: 

image /forming means for forming a color image 
corresponding to the color image data, wherein said 
image forming means does not form the color image or 
forms ap image that becomes worthless by copying if a 
result /of the judgment having been already performed is 
that yhe color image composed of the color image data 
is the specific image or the image judgment by the 
image judging means shows that the color image composed 
of ^he color image data is the specific image. 



25 



3. The image processing apparatus according to 
cldim 1, further comprising judgment result input mean^ 
foif inputting a result of judgment of whether the color 
ige compog0d— oJ— %he— cQlor image data is the specific 



\, wherein judgment by the ji 



means is 
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pr^^T-f r^T-fnoH "iHiaaH n-F jnfj gm enl: by said image judgjjqg- 



means , 



4. The image processing apparatus according -to 
claim 1, wherein said sp^fcific image is a security such 
as a bank note and a "bfraveler's check. 



10 



15 



5. The imager processing apparatus according to 
claim 1, whereiry said image judging means Judges the 
color image dalca by pattern matching or color matching, 
or judges digital water mark information included in 
the color im^ge data. 

6. Tlife image processing apparatus according to 
claim 3, wherein said judgment result input means 
inputs a i/esult of the judgment ahead of the color 
image datJ 



7 , jThe image processing apparatus according to 
20 claim 1, /wherein said color image data is inputted from 
a scannet, or a digital camera. 



25 



8. / 

claim 37, 
network . 



The image processing apparatus according to 
wherein the color image data is inputted via a 
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receiving means for receiv ing color image daj 
from an image generating apparatus havipg^'a forgery 
judging function and an image gene;e^ing apparatus not 
having a forgery judging functi^on; 
5 judging means for judcping whether a color image 

composed of the color image data received by said 
receiving means is a specific image; and 

output means tax outputting the color image data 
so as to make an imiage forming unit form a color image 
10 by using the coLor image data received from said 

receiving meansf, wherein the image processing apparatus 
controls foriryation of the color image according to a 
result of jiiagment in the image generating apparatus 
having the Jtorgery judging function if the color image 
data is generated by the image generating apparatus 
having ths forgery judging function, and controls 
formation/ of the color image according to a result of 
judgment /by said judging means if the color image data 
is generated by the image generating apparatus not 
20 having -rfhe forgery judging function. 



25 



1©. The image processing apparatus according to 
claim /9, wherein the image generating apparatus is a 
scantier or a digital camera. \ 

11. JEtie- imag - Q ...j:^rocessing apparatus according to 
fim 9, wherein the specif icTrmea£i_ is a secuxir-^^^such 
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as a bank aOLe, ana a xravexer ' s check"; 



10 



12. The image proce^^ng apparatus according to 
claim 9, wherein saidx<unage judging means judges "the 
color image data by pattern matching or color matching, 
or judges digital! water mark information included in 
the color imaj^. 

13. /The image processing apparatus according to 
claim 9, /wherein the image generating apparatus having 
a forge^ry judging function transmits a result of the 
forgery judgment ahead of the color image data. 



15 



14, The image processing appara-fus according to 

the 



lim 9, wherein said receiving 



Lor image data 



network . 




receives 



15. An image processing method in apr^mage 
processing system where a plurality image processing 
20 apparatuses are connected vici a\i^work, wherein, if 
the plurality of image prqces^Rns apparatuses has a 
plurality of specific imag^^ydging units, after any 
one of the plurality of/^pecific image judging units 
judges color image ^^a, the plurality of specific 
25 image judging updTts does not judge the color image 
data, 
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157 Kn imac^e proc^i^mny uiuLhod, comprxGing thg z 
steps of : 

inpu-tting color image data; 
judging whether judgment of wfiether a color image 
composed of the color image d^xa is a specific image 
has been already performed^; and 

judging whether the color image is the specific 
image if the judgmen;c has not been performed yet. 



10 




20 
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17. An im^e processing method, comprising the 
steps of : 

receiving color image data from an image 
generating Apparatus having a forgery judging function 
and an image generating apparatus not having a forgery 
judging function; 

juflSging whether a color image composed of the 
color ^mage data received by the receiving means is a 
specific image; and 

utputting the color image data so as to make an 
imagei forming unit form a color image by using the 
colon image data received, wherein the image processing 
method further comprises the steps of controlling 
formation of the color image according to a result of 
judgment in the image generating apparatus having the 
for^gery judging function if the color image data] is 

generating apparatus having the 
controlling_f.0i^nation of 



ge^^rtted by the 
forgery judging function/ 
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result of judgment by 
the judging means if the color image data is 
by the image generating apparatus not h^vd^ig the 
forgery judging function. 

5 

18. An image processing system that has a first 
apparatus inputting an i/mage signal, and a second 
apparatus outputting afn image by using the image 
signal, wherein sai<^ first apparatus comprises first 

10 judging means for ifcomparing the image signal, read by 
the first apparatus, with data corresponding to a 
specific image; /and 

wherein tme second apparatus has second judging 
means for comparing the image signal with data 

15 corresponding to a specific image. 



20 
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19. /The image processing system according to 
claim 18/ wherein the data corresponding^tp a specific 
image is pattern data. 

10, The image processing system according to 
claihi 18, wherein the data corresponding to/a specific 



iirV^gei 



s digital w^lj^r mark data. 




21. The image processing 
claim 18, wherein the first judg 



ording to 
and the 



second judging means perf orm<judgment of different 
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specific images. 

22. The image processing system accpifaing to 
claim 18, wherein said first judging Bteans and said 
5 second judging means perform judgprent of the same 

specific image, and the j&rirst ^^dging means performs 
judgment by using an i^age^L^lgnal with resolution lower 
than that of the second Jfudgxng means . 

10 23. The image /processing system according to 

claim 22, wherein/ if as a result of judgment with 
using the image/signal with low resolution it is judged 
that the image signal corresponds to the specific 
image, the/second judging means performs judgment by 

15 using ajcr image signal with high resolution. 



20 



25 



'241 The image processing system acco:rciincr''Xo" 
claim 18, wherein the first appaj:^a:^us is a scanner, and 
the second apparatus is a^^Jrinter. 



25. An imao^ processing method in an image 
processing sysxem that has a first apparatus inputting 
an image signal, and a second apparatus outpustting an 
image by losing the image signal, comprising; 

a first judging step of performing a 
judgm^^t^of, c.nmpFtEing the image signal, rc 
fir:;^ apparatus, with dat^^^Qorresponding^ 



first 
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'" liuayB ill Llie f irsrt - apparatuc; — 

a second judging step of performing 



judgment of comparing the image ^^..signal with data 
corresponding to a specif J.€?^ image in the second 
apparatus* 

26. Theyimage processing method according to 
claim 25, yherein the data corresponding to a specific 
image is/pattern data. 

27. The image processing method acc(^rding to 
lim Zh^ — wheiiein the data corresponding yfco a specific 

lage is digital water'^maxjL data, 



15 28. The image processing method according to^ 

claim 25, wherein said first judgment and s^^>^ second 
judgment perform judgment of different specific images. 



20 



25 



29 . The image 
claim 25, wherein said fir 
judgment perform judgment 
and the first judgment perf 
image signal with resolut 
second j udgment . 



p r oc e s s i na.jiie t 



ccording to 
and said second 
me specific image, 
rms^ judgment by using an 
lower than that of the 



30. The image/ processing method according to 
claim 29, wherein^ if as a result of judgment with 
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using the image signal j/<fxi:h JLow resolution it is Jijs 
that an image signal ^.nT'-rp^ponfl^i-o i-Ki;x.-cgjtgr=rr-Fi o image, 
the second jujigm^nt performs judgment by using an image 
signal^^ith high resolution ♦ 



claim 25, wherein said first apparatus is a^^jscr&nner , 
and the second apparatus is a printer^ 



10 32. The image process!;^ method according to 

claim 25, wherein the datd corresponding to a specific 
image is down-loaded from a computer. 



33. An ima^e processing method, wherein, if an 
15 image signal inputted is not a specific image as a 

result of judgment of whether the image signal inputted 
corresponds/ to the specific image, the image signal is 
stored as yan image file. 



20 



25 



34/ The image processing method according to 
claim 33, wherein said specific image is a security, 
and atf least one out of color, a pattern, and a digital 
water/ mark is used for the judgment. 




35. The image processing method according to 
cl^im 33 ^^..--whferexn intcn 

h^vji^fig been already judged is a^d^d to the imacje^^^le. 
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3o1 Tlibi iHidyti pj-uue gg ing method according tq^ 
claim 35, wherein the information of a sp^edTJic image 
having been already Judged is proteQ;fe6d. 



37. The image process;mg method according to 
claim 33, wherein, when j^r\ image corresponding to the 
image file is printec^ it is judged whether the image 
is a specific imaged 



10 38. The ifmage processing method according to 

claim 35, whenrein the information of a specific image 
having beery already Judged is added to the image file, 
and Judgmo/nt at the time of printing is performed on 
the basis of the additional information. 



15 



20 



39/. The image processing method according to 
claim fi8, wherein Judgment of a specific image having 
been already judged is omitted on the basis of the 
additional information . 



(40. An image processing method, comprising the 
step^ of : 

obtaining information that is added to an image 
fil^ and denotes whether it has been already Judged 
25 wheA:her the image file includes a specific image; and; 



fudging the 
have not been Judged yet, if 
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a±reaciy pertormea, ana j udgttrrg — thu In i uyu Illo op 

specific images, which can be used for judgpierfty if no 
judgmeni: has been performed. 

41. The image processing method according to 
claim 40, wherein the speoafic image is a security, and 
at least one out of color, a pattern, and a digital 
water mark is used for the judgment. 

42 . The image processing method according to 
claim 40, where/n the information is protected. 

43 . Ther image processing method according to 
claim 40, fulrther comprising the steps of: 

judging that an apparatus generating the image 
file does not have a specific image judging function; 
and / 

gensrating information for supplying the specific 
image jiipging function to the apparatus generating the 
image file. 

4fl . The image processing method according to 
claim /43, wherein the information for supplying the 
speci/fic image judging function is address information. 



45 ^ The imaqe processing method according to 
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1 mp I rmrnrri r in ii innnnnr firiv n r 



46. The image ^^rocessing method according to 
claim 40, wherei^ the image processing method is 
implemented a printer driver. 



10 



47./ An image processing apparatus realizing the 
image processing method according to claim 33. 



A storage medium ^toring the image file 




icord 



49- An image processing apparatus compr^-'^ing : 

judging means for judging whether img^e data 
15 inputted includes a specific image; 

additional information storing me^ans for storing a 
result of said judging means ass addi4;iona/l information; 

output means for outputtang iMe'^image data as an 
image; and 

20 control means for controlling an image output by- 

said output means on the basi^ of the additional 
information . 



50. The image pr;pcessing apparatus according to 
25 claim 49, wherein ^^id additional information further 
includes at lept^ any one of presence of a result of 
j udgmei:!:^'"'^ whether image data includes the specific 
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image, and a control method of image data judged the 
specific image. 

51. The image processing apparatusy&ccording to 
5 claim 49, wherein said control means cphtrols the 

output means lest said output means should output image 
data that has not been judged by sa/d judging means. 

52. The image processing apparatus according to 
10 claim 51, wherein, assuming thayfe the image data has not 

been judged by said judging means if there is not 
additional information corresponding to the image data, 
said control means controls/the output means lest said 
output means should outgoit J[t\^ image data. 

15 

53 . The image proc^s^6§^nj^ apparatus according to 
claim 51, wherein, if thef additional information 
includes information denoting that image data 
corresponding to the additional information has not 

20 been judged by said judging means, said control means 

controls the output m^ans lest said output means should 
output the image date 



54 . The imagef processing apparatus according to 
25 claim 49, wherein/ if the additional information 
includes informa;cion denoting that image data 
corresponding to the additional information includes a 




4 
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specific image ^ said contrrol means controls 
means lest: said output: means should output 
data. 




10 



55, The image processing appap^tus according to 
claim 54, wherein, if the additiop^bl information 
includes information denoting tt)^t image data 
corresponding to the additional information includes a 
specific image, said control ymeans inform a user of 
that fact. 



hi 



15 



56. The image processing apparatus according to 
claim 49, further coi]^ri^i\ng modifying means for 
modifying an image jfudge^ ks a^5^ image including a 
specific image by -tlih j<id|ging means, wherein the 
additional information ^ricludes information denoting 
that image data is mod/if ied by said modifying means. 



20 



25 



57. The image processing apparatus according to 
claim 56, wherein, i^ the additional information 
includes informatio/i denoting that image data 
corresponding to ttie additional information is 
modified, said control means controls said output means 
lest said outpuy means should output the image data. 

58. The^ image processing apparatus according to 
claim 57, Wnerein, if the additional information 
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includes information denoting that image data 
corresponding to the additional information^ 
modified, said control means inform a us^6r of that 
fact • 



10 



59. The image processing araaratus according to 
claim 49, further comprising stpring means for storing 
image data inputted, wherein, /when plural sets of the 
image data inputted are prim:ed out by said output 
means, the control means oer forms control of repeatedly 
reading image data, storeTd in said storing means, 
according to the additional information. 



15 



20 



60. The im&ge p: 
claim 59, wherei 
means that the im^ 
image, said contro 



)C0ssing^ apparatus according to 
itTTs judged by said judging 

inputted includes a specific 
bns performs any one of 



inhibiting storage/ into said storing means, storing the 
image data in said storing means after correcting the 
image data, and deleting the image data stored in said 
storing means. 



61. The/image processing apparatus according to 
claim 49, wherein said judging means judges whether the 
25 image data /includes a specific image by judging whether 
specif ic yaigital water mark information is inserted in 
the imafge data. 
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62. The image processing apparatus accor^dTng -fco 
claim 49, wherein said judging means judged whether the 
image data includes a specific image ovc the basis of a 
similarity degree between character;i?stics, obtained 
from the image data, and characteristics of the 
specific image set beforehanq 



01 
ni 



10 
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63 . An image proc^essTing 
a judging step of Vudgd 
inputted includes a spfecil 



thod comprising: 
whether image data 
image; 



an additional i/nformation storing step of storing 
a result at the jiipging step as additional information 
by storing means; 

an output ystep of outputting the image data as an 
image; and 

a con;j2tol step of controlling an image output by 
the outg;iift step on the basis of the additional 
information , 



